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Art Unit: 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is responsive to the amendment filed 6/29/09. Claims 1 -4, 6-11,1 3-1 6, 1 8 
and 19 are pending. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 15, 16, 18 and 19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

A. As per claim 1 , the claim uses the phrase "means for" thus invoking 35 
U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. Claim element "travel acquisition means" is a 
means (or step) plus function limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph. However, the written description fails to disclose the corresponding 
structure, material, or acts for the claimed function. The specification at page 12 
merely states that "travel acquisition means 11" acquires the travel data from the 
computer system in a travel management center 50. Fig. 1 merely shows a block 
1 1 labeled "travel acquisition means". There is no clear disclosure of the 
corresponding structure(s) which link with the claimed "travel acquisition means". 

Applicant has responded that the structure corresponding to the claimed 
means is "implicitly disclosed or inherently disclosed in the specification", citing 
language found on page 12, lines 23-24 (as amended under PCT Article 34). 
However, the cited passage of the specification does not explicitly or implicitly 
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disclose what the "structure" of the "travel data acquisition means" is or 
comprises such that the metes and bounds of this limitation may be ascertained. 
Applicant is required to : 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or 
step) plus function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites what structure, material, or acts perform the claimed function without 
introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

If applicant is of the opinion that the written description of the specification 
already implicitly or inherently discloses the corresponding structure, material, or 
acts so that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize what structure, 
material, or acts perform the claimed function, applicant is required to clarify the 
record by either: 

(a) Amending the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites the corresponding structure, material, or acts for performing the claimed 
function and clearly links or associates the structure, material, or acts to the 
claimed function, without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(b) Stating on the record what the corresponding structure, material, or acts, 
which are implicitly or inherently set forth in the written description of the 
specification, perform the claimed function. For more information, see 37 CFR 
1 .75(d) and MPEP §§ 608.01 (o) and 2181 . 
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B. As per claim 15, claim element "distribution means" is a means (or step) 
plus function limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. However, the 
written description fails to disclose the corresponding structure, material, or acts 
for the claimed function. Page 18 of the specification fails to link the "distribution 
means" to any particular structure(s) and Fig. 7 merely shows a block labeled 
"distribution means". 

Applicant has responded that the structure corresponding to the claimed 
means is "implicitly disclosed or inherently disclosed in the specification", citing 
language found on pages 6, 12, 13, 16 and 1 7 for support. However, these 
citations merely describe the functions of the "distribution means. Applicant has 
failed to clearly identify the "structure" which, implicitly or explicitly, corresponds 
to the "distribution means" such that the metes and bounds of this limitation may 
be ascertained. 

Applicant is required to : 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or 
step) plus function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites what structure, material, or acts perform the claimed function without 
introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

If applicant is of the opinion that the written description of the specification 
already implicitly or inherently discloses the corresponding structure, material, or 
acts so that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize what structure, 
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material, or acts perform the claimed function, applicant is required to clarify the 
record by either: 

(a) Amending the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites the corresponding structure, material, or acts for performing the claimed 
function and clearly links or associates the structure, material, or acts to the 
claimed function, without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(b) Stating on the record what the corresponding structure, material, or acts, 
which are implicitly or inherently set forth in the written description of the 
specification, perform the claimed function. For more information, see 37 CFR 
1 .75(d) and MPEP §§ 608.01 (o) and 2181 . 

C. All claims depending from a rejected base claim are also rejected as 
containing the same deficiencies. 
4. Claims 1-4,6-11,1 3-1 6 and 18-19, as best interpreted given the deficiencies 
noted above, stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Schmier et al. (2002/0069017). 
A. As per claims 1 , 8 and 15, Schmier discloses a device and method for 
acquiring travel data as well as a distribution device for distributing travel data 
based thereon. Fig. 1 shows a vehicle (10) which may be one of a plurality of 
transit vehicles traveling on an assigned route. Each vehicle includes sensors for 
acquiring travel data over a period of time [0016-0020]. A central processing 
means (22) receives the travel data from the various transit vehicles to generate 
transit tables as well as storing the acquired data to generate an historical 
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database [0021-0022]. The database correlates the collected travel data with 
conditions under which the data was acquired [0023]. The stored information 
may subsequently be used to distribute travel data in response to a request from 
a mobile terminal (Fig. 1 : 60). As noted above the claims include "means" 
language which may be interpreted to invoke 1 12/6 th paragraph. Although there 
does not appear to be a clear link to corresponding structures in the specification, 
Figs. 2 and 7 appear to suggest computing devices may be involved. Schmier 
discloses that the device and method utilizes processing circuitry (Fig. 1 :16, 22). 
In the alternative, one of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to 
embody the teachings of Schmier using a programmed processor or hardware 
equivalents capable of providing the same functionality. 

B. As per claims 2-4,6,7,9-11,13,14,16,18 and 1 9, as above whereby the 
travel data is acquired from a plurality of transit vehicles operating on assigned 
routes having stops for picking-up/dropping-off passengers [0062]. Travel data is 
collected as the transit vehicle operates and is provided to a central processing 
means for correlating ("sorting") the data and conditions under which it was 
obtained to generate transit tables. The transit tables necessarily represent the 
various operating schedules of the transit vehicles for a given transit route. 
Conditions under which the travel data is obtained may reflect date/time, traffic 
and/or weather conditions [0023]. 
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5. REMARKS 

A. Acknowledgement is made of the receipt of the substitute specification 
and Abstract in which deficiencies noted in the previous Office action have been 
corrected. 

B. Acknowledgement is made of the receipt of the certified translation of the 
foreign priority document, thus perfecting the earlier filing date. The rejection in 
view of the intervening reference (Ignatin US2005/0131634) is hereby withdrawn. 

C. With regards to the rejections of claims 1 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. 112/2, 
the applicant has failed to clearly identify/link the claimed "means" to the 
corresponding structure in the specification. Applicant has not stated what the 
"implicit" or "inherent" structures are such that the metes and bounds of the 
claimed "means" may be ascertained. 

D. With regards to the rejection in view of Schmier et al. (US2002/006901 7), 
applicant's arguments have been duly considered but are not persuasive. 
Applicant argues that Schmier does not disclose or suggest how the experience 
(historical) data is obtained. The examiner disagrees. Paragraphs [0022-0023] 
describe how information is collected from various transit vehicles operating on 
various transit routes. Transit times for transit routes are collected and stored to 
produce historical transit data which may be organized according to day, time, 
year, season, etc. The transit times are calculated between appropriate points 
(stops) along the transit route. The information is used to create and disseminate 
transit tables/schedules. 
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6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Zanelli whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael J. Zanelli/ 
Primary Examiner 
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